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Dear Parent and Student,

Welcome to Biology!  Students who work and participate with a positive attitude should have a great experience in Biology I.  Excellence is expected from all students and any student who attends class every day and works hard can expect to succeed.  This course is required for graduation under all state graduation plans.  Biology is a major part of the Science TAKS test.
Required Materials

Students are expected to bring the following items to class every day:

· 1 inch 3-ring binder
(With Dividers)






· Composition Book
· Pen and Pencil

· Textbook





Other materials necessary for a productive year: (Please bring to Mr. Anderson for storage)
· Blue/Black Pens
· Expo Dry/Erase Markers
· Highlighters

· (2) 3 x 5 Index Cards 
· (1) Kleenex box
Bring all required materials by Friday, August 29th.  We will assemble our notebook during class.  It is important that each student has his/her own supplies to fully participate in all classroom activities.  If there is a problem out of your control that will prevent you from making the deadline, please alert me of the situation.  Extra time will be given with parent contact.  

Grading Standards

 Students are expected to focus on learning with the intent to succeed.  Your average will consist of the following percentages:
· Major Grades: 70% Tests, projects, and labs
· Minor Grades: 30% Quizzes, homework, daily class assignments, warm-ups
Classroom Expectations
· Respect everyone and everything in the classroom
· Be prepared and punctual
· Be honest

· Learn!
Consequences

· 1. Warning

· 2.  Lunch or after-school classroom detention

· 3.  Parent contact

· 4.  Discipline referral

· 5.  Parent, teacher, student conference

Classroom Procedures

Warm-ups

As necessary, Mr. Anderson with introduce different classroom procedures necessary for a productive classroom environment of learning.
Labs
Labs are a very important part of the learning process in science.  Participating in lab activities is a privilege, one that can be taken away if the proper procedures are not followed.  Specific guidelines for lab procedures will be handed out independently, and all students will be briefed on lab and classroom safety, and must sign a Safety Contract to participate in lab

Absences
Students are expected to attend class every day.  It is much easier to attend class and experience the information first-hand than expend extra energy trying to learn the information and make up the work.  If you must be absent, please notify the teacher at the earliest possible time to receive your assignments ahead of time.  If your absence was not anticipated, it is your responsibility to gather the assignments that you missed.  You can do this by accessing Mr. Anderson’s lesson plan online and retrieving the proper assignments from the “Missed assignment” board.  I will not remind you of missed assignments, you must take the initiative to find out what you missed.  You will have (1) calendar (week) days for each day absent to complete your missed assignments.  If you miss an exam, you must schedule a re-test, but keep in mind that the format of the re-test is at the teacher’s discretion.  It is your responsibility to reschedule your missed test in a timely manner.  
Late Work
Classroom assignments and homework are expected to be completed on time.  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED ONE DAY LATE FOR A MAXIMUM POSSIBLE SCORE OF 80%.
Tutoring
Mr. Anderson is always available to help students better understand information in a small group or individual setting.  Tutoring with Mr. Anderson is available before or after school and at lunch, by appointment.  Students are encouraged to participate in formal tutorials on Tuesday or Thursdays during lunch if they are struggling.  If you are having difficulty in this class, it is highly recommended that you take these opportunities to get help; and it will also show Mr. Anderson that you are taking the initiative to bring up your grade.

Academic Integrity 

Cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  Any student caught cheating will face the full consequences of their action.  Please review your student handbook to refresh yourself on the school policy on cheating.  

Detention
Failure to follow procedures or disrupting the classroom environment, you will be given a personal detention with Mr. Anderson.  You will be required to spend 30 minutes before or after school or at lunchtime cleaning up the classroom, lab stations, or lab equipment.  Classroom time will not be wasted on pointing out any inappropriate behavior, instead you will be handed a Detention Card that you will fill out to inform the teacher when you will serve your detention.  You will have three calendar days to serve your detention.  

Role of the Parents
Parents fill a very important role in their child’s education.  They serve as an important enrichment and evaluation resource.  Parents are encouraged to participate in their student’s learning by checking notes packets and planners for assignments, aiding students in projects or homework, and sharing any applicable knowledge or expertise with their child and the class.  Please contact the teacher at any time to gain information about your child’s progress.  Parents, the easiest way to communicate with Mr. Anderson is by e-mail (danders9@houstonisd.org).  Please feel free to e-mail at any time to receive an update on your student’s progress.  

Please read and sign this form, indicating that you understand and agree to follow the classroom rules and procedures.  Failure to return this form by Friday, August 29th may result in a parent contact.    If you have any questions, concerns, etc…please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me.  

Sincerely,

Mr. Anderson

Phone Number: 713-920-8000 Ext. 6043

Danders9@houstonisd.org
COURSE GUIDELINES CONTRACT

STUDENTS:  I have carefully read and understand these rules, procedures and guidelines for Ms. Rust’s class.  I will honor them at all times.

______________________________
__________________________________
  _________

Student Name




Student Signature



  Date

PARENTS:  I have carefully read and discussed these guidelines with my child.  I understand them and support them.

______________________________
__________________________________
  _________

Parent Name




Parent Signature



  Date

______________________________
______________________________________________

Parent’s Daytime Phone Number

Parent’s E-mail Address



  

Parents, please feel free to share any comments, questions or concerns.  Please include any information about any expertise or interest in the topics covered in this course that you might be able to share with the class:

